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Letters to the Editor 459 

Naturally, any one possessing it desires to rid herself of it as speedily as 
possible. At the monthly meeting each one is in honor bound to confess how 
often she has had it, and pays a penny fine for each visit of the little card. 
It seems to me this is a far-reaching bit of self government, carrying excellent 
opportunity for character development. These young students are enthusiastic 
over their secret bond and are sincerely trying to help make their school better 
for their having been in it. 

New Jersey. C. E. 

SOME OP THE EXPERIENCES OF A PRIVATE NURSE 

Deab Editor: After reading a letter in this department last year, I smiled 
as I thought of the old saying: " Misery likes company," I would like to tell one 
of my experiences. A little boy, six years old, was suffering from scarlet fever 
and diphtheria. The child had been ill a week when I took the case and during 
that time had had no medicine, nourishment or no care of the mouth, nose or 
throat, except what the physician, a busy man with a large practice, had time 
to give on his daily calls. The child took milk, 4 to 6 ounces, every two or 
three hours. The medicine and other nursing care were given under difficulties. 

The child was very delirious and for four nights I sat by his bed and 
performed the double duty of keeping him in bed and relieving him of the 
annoyance and torture of bed-bugs. The family consisted of the patient, his 
mother and myself, other members being absent on account of the contagion. 
Our living apartments consisted of the kitchen, bathroom, and bedroom occupied 
by the patient. As a member of the board of health called daily to remind me 
that I was in quarantine, and must not go out, I took my airing on the fire- 
escape. Can you imagine my feelings of horror when I returned from one of 
these refreshing outings and found that the mother had removed the night shirt 
from the little fellow and on the kitchen table, where we partook of all our 
meals, had turned the garment wrongside out and was carefully shaking and 
scanning the seams in search of bedbugs? After considerable talking I im- 
pressed her with the necessity of having the tablecloth washed, as the patient 
was in the stage of desquamation. On another occasion when I had left the 
patient's room for a moment, I returned to find the bed pan on the table, with 
not as much as a newspaper underneath. I managed to impress upon the mother 
the necessity of frequent use of hand solution, also the care of the mouth and 
throat; but the poor woman could not grasp situations and must be told each 
individual precaution. I was on this case six weeks and left in good health and 
I daresay with a nice accumulation of germs in my poor body. 

A nurse, they say, should learn something new on each case. On this case 
I learned the important lesson of how to keep house for a family of three with 
four towels and one tablecloth. 

Illinois. M. P. 

AROUND-THE- WORLD LETTERS 

(Continuing a description of a visit to the Taj in India) 

Deab Editor: At 4.30 a.m. we were up, tea was brought to us, and at five 
we started out. We saw the natives at their various sunrise devotions — of 
prayers, baths, and cleaning their teeth with a stick fuzzed into a brush at the 



